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either way. Only, when you named a man whom
you would recommend for my consideration (-----),
I began to think that probably the thing would have to move forward. It does not surprise me that, now you have come to the brink of a final decision, you should want to think twice, nay, thrice, before defying the "bitter opposition" of your colleague, as well as "violent British opposition7' in the country. The latter is what impresses me as containing formidable possibilities.
I am slaving away at the Defence Committee on the N. W. frontier. By Easter I hope that we shall come to decisions.
What you say of the difficulty you have in really knowing the inner state of things in the mofussil, limited as you must be for the most part to official surroundings, goes to the root of our difficulties, doesn't it? It is nobody's fault. The officials sincerely mean all that is good, and they undoubtedly speak the truth, or wish to speak it. You are keen to hear, and apt to seize every hint that reaches you.
After all, you may at least rejoice in the indirect influence that you are exercising for good. You may not hear all about the mofussil, but the mofussil and that unsympathetic tribe, the Anglo-Indians of Calcutta, etc., hear all about you; so do the Native Princes. And what they hear is dead against bullying and over-meddling and racial arrogance and social exclusiveness. This stream may not make a great brawl, for anything I know; but it must spread into many channels for all that, and do infinite good.
I have not yet escaped from the labours of my frontier committee. Whether my conclusions will command approval from colleagues, I am not sure.e* you, or even more than you,           without vehement convictionte brought in to 1 return             foring to support him against ill criticism. So the resignation was accepted. I telegraphed concurrence without delay.]om the Viceroy. My Councilre assigning to him. Operations will be closely watched here, you may be very sure, by one powerful man at least, and him a man of minute, industrious, and unsparing vision.
